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talk about one small number, because it's got to be one that all
of us keep in mind, and that's 5--the difference between 25 and
30 votes. Because the difficulty that we have is the difference
between where the Governor 1is in his budget and where the
Appropriations Committee 1is in their budget, and how we are
going to rectify that difference, outside of just 1letting the
Governor veto whatever he wants. And so I think that as we
discuss anything today about the appropriations, we should be
trying to figure out how we're going to vote. And if we vote to
make it 25, we better be willing to vote to make it 30. But the
big numbers that I wanted to talk about...and it's following up
a little bit on what Senator Brashear started talking
about...are the numbers...the drivers that have led us to where
we are, and what we have done to control those costs. Because I
agree in many respects with some of the things that the
Appropriations Committee members have talked about, in terms of
being responsible about our commitment to higher education,
which has been one of the areas that has not grown at the same
rate as some of our other areas. But if you...even if you just
disassociate yourself with what we've been...what areas have
been growing, if you...if we look at the rate and look at what
has happened in terms of our pie, and where we may end up if we
don't...if the adjustments don't keep being made on the smallest
piece of the pie. We have one part of the pie that has
quadrupled in the last 13 years. Senator Wehrbein talked about
Medicaid growing at 15 to 18 percent a year. And yet, we very
reluctantly made some changes during special session, and only
addressed a very small piece of that, and really did not address
the eligibility that really might impact those growth numbers,
or the array of services that we pay for that might affect those
growth numbers. And so if you look at those kinds of numbers
and then look at our ability to sustain those, we're not going
to...we are not going to be able to continue in the same vein
that we have been without substantially increasing taxes. Now,
in terms of the numbers, the reliability of the numbers for the
out years, Senator Raikes very validly said that over a period
of time, that we do get to the 5 percent number. But over the
last few years, prior to the bottom dropping out, we were
growing our spending, and our revenues were growing at
7 percent, and we kind of became reliant on that 7 percent.
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